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By LEDA BLUMBERG
t was a life-changing moment. I spotted a
colorful herd of alpacas grazing on' aroad-
side meadow. OF course I had to stcop. A
chocolate-colored eria (baby alpaca) wan-
dered over to check me out. Picrure this—an
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neck and the biggest, sweetest, most soulful
cyes :.'L_m'x'c ever seen. That curious little cria thrust me
iﬂ"l.:l IF“." "l"l'"liﬂ.[ “II ;1|['.1'.’|-;.'."|. Uhhﬂ.':'-—:"i';}rl.

So I did whart any modern gal would do: I went
£l r]1|: il'l[l.'l'!'l.l_'t [y |1.'i|]'|:| ITHERIE II]’.I[]I'I.':}'.. liiil :r";}l.l I‘i.l'l‘l.:l'r'i'
that alpacas use a communal dung pile?” 1 plied my
paticnt hushand. Steve, with all sorts of interesting
alpaca details. "They don't have hooves; their soft
padded feet are casy on pastures. Oh my gosh, they
don't havetop teeth in front...” And so went the win-
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abourt alpacas.

| decided o attend an
upcoming alpaca show to learn more about raising
a]pa-::a_.r. | talked with breeders, veterinarians and other
alpaca professionals. I learned thar alpaca farming is
one of the two fastest growing agricultural industries
in New York Stare (the other being organic garden-
ing).

anLItI'I{IHJEh tl'“," 'ﬁ'l'{.'fl‘:f_'l'll'j. Ifﬁ Imc \‘l'itl'l 20Mmc Conm-
cerns—parasites, poisonous plants and coyotes among
them—1I was cermain thar | wanted to breed alpacas.

Here is an abridged journal of my first year raising
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alpacas,

*Spring 2008: Steve and [ planned abour a
dozen farm visits around MNew York and New
England. We were looking for animals with exemplary
conformarion, excellent quality fleece (soft, fine and
richly-colored), and distinctive bloodlines. Our wrip
up north coincided with a major ice storm that took
down power lines and washed our roads. Bur we per-
severed!

«7/6/08: Our foundation herd of four (mostly)
pregnant females 15 cuming home! ."|.|r|1nugh we've had

o ceia

horses for ayer 30 years, alpacaghave dif-
B fcrent needs and we had 1o make changes
R o our ﬁ:nfi.ng. we modified @ barn for
oug pregnant girls and we builtamew
shed for the future boys.
B -"-.'*Tlh.' first arrivals were greeted with
much'excitement by the horses: The horses
had never seen alpacas, and vice versa. Our
E Thoroughbred, Champ, was particularly excir-
fed. He raced-around his ficld, stopped in view
of the alpaeas, stared, gave a loud snor, then
klid iv all over again—abour 20 times—befare
finally settling down.
o *7/24/08; Today 1 mer with a veterinarian
who specializes in .llp.zuu to discuss the special med-
::Ihundt ol alpacas. Alpacas are modified-ruminants,
which means they have a three-part stomach.
Although their diet is similar to horses—hay, grain
and grass—their digestive system is quite different.
Alpacas are susceptible 1o a parasite, meningeal worm;
carried by whire tail deer and brought into pastures
via slugs. We discussed prevenrtative mmn*d 4
devised an overall health plan. ' ,
*August 2008: Alpacas really don't like the hear.
Their native homes on the high plains of the Andes
rarely ger abour 60 degrees. To keepathem cool, we
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Alpacas played an lmpurtant
role in Incan culture. Native to
the Andean Mountains of
Peru, Chile and Bolivia, and
domesticated more than 5,000
years ago, they have long been
prized for their fleece, which
years ago was reserved for
Incan royalty and was called
“the fiber of the Gods.” First
imported into the United
States in 1984, there are now

more than 150,000
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run fans in the barns and hose their bellics on the
hottest days, As soon as | pull our the hose. the
alpacas clamber around anxious for their wrn,
Aphrodite always makes me laugh during hosing. She
does quarter turns and spins like a runway model to
make sure she is cooled from every direction.

*O/ 1 1/08: 1 was beinging hay out to our
lcelandic Hlorses when [ noticed Maja laying down in
the deep shade of the locust grove. A small foor was
sticking our beneath her rail! | was relieved to see the
crias second foot and nose emerge indicating that the
baby is in the correct position, Maja stood up and the
cria dangled, paddling his front legs as if running.
Within minutes, he was on the ground, gleaming and
wet. [ dried him off, treated his umbilical cord with
iodine and stepped back 0 mother and son could
bond. To my delight, he was standing within half an
hour and was nuning shortly thereafter. After watch-
ing this jet-black newborn boy romp playfully around
the field, we settled on the name Felix which means
“happy-go-ucky” in Spanish,

*0/20/09: | noticed thar Aphrodite looked a bit
restless, so | decided to postpone my horseback ride.
Good decision! A few minutes later Aphrodite went
into labor. Like Maja, she got up and down a few
times while the eria was emerging. About 10 minutes
after | saw the first foor, the cria was on the ground—
another beautiful boy, this one a brilliant copper color
and later named Dicgo. Felix was excited o finally
have a play-buddy and soon the two were frolicking
around the ficld. Warching those owo crias, young and
healthy, running and leaping, was pure joy.

*10/9/08: We arranged for a very handsome
bluc-gray stud, Angel’s Vive, to visit Aphrodite for a
“mobile breeding.” IF a female alpaca is receprive, she
will lie down, usually within a minute or two of meet-
ing her “new husband,” The male stans vo “orgle,” a
vocalization unique to mating alpacas, then they get
down to the business of making a baby, We were
happy to have a successful breeding and Aphrodite’s
pregnancy was confirmed three weeks lates.

*10/25/08; While | was in Svracuse taking our
alpaca Zofia in her first show, Steve was home keeping
his eye on very-pregnant Gypsy Rose, Alpaca shows
are judged on ‘flecce and conformation, with cqual
weight placed on both. This show also had a ring
devoted to classes for juniors (and those young ar
heare) with obstacle courses and  costume ¢lasses.

Meanwhile, back at the farm, the incvitable =

l1,a].‘li:u;'|:u:ij —Rosic gave birth on Steve's warch!
Anather qujcl‘, casy birch, and, Vs, anather |H‘:-:||". This
anc a gﬂl’g{"ﬂl“ :.:i]'w.'r gﬂl}". I“! J.huﬂd:lllt CRICTEY Jlld
inu,ln:p-c:nd;'m spir]l; led ws to the name Do Brio ("M
Energy”™ in Spanish).

sMNovember 2008: We transformed a space in
one of our heated barns, and stocked it with a won-
derful assortment of alpaca garments—some hand-
made by local artisans, others from Peru. Alpaca fleece
comes in moee natural colors than that of any other
fiber- producing animal. It is soft, warm and has a lux-
urious feel. We were thrilled 1o have our friends, fami-
Iy and visitors do much of their holiday shopping in
our new farm store.

e January 2009: Winter is a blessedly quict time
on the farm. The alpacas love o sleep outside under
the trees even though their bam is thickly bedded
with straw. | guess you could say that they are
“dressed” for the weather? | was too—in my delighe-
fully warm alpaca har, scart, sweater and socks!

*5/4/09: Shearing Day! A professional shearer
from upstare came to shear for us, Shearing s done
once 2 vear and it goes fairly quickly if vou are well
organized. | enlisted many of my friends 1o help.
Serena trimmed woenails, Clandia bagged flecee,
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Clarlos and Steve held animals. Maey ok photo-
E:mlli'l:‘i. EJ'H.[ I'-il:‘}'lt I-E‘EDHIS- DF “'IIIJ- |:Ii.|lj. lhﬂi'l' l.L'L'[I'I. al'ld.
tocnails trimmed. After everyone had been shorn, |
did a |:-rc1ir:ﬁn:|r:r' clea ning of the Heeces, then pﬂikt‘{l
them upr and mailed them to a fiber mill in New
Hampshire, The beautiful yarn thar comes back is
prized by knitters and weavers.

sJune 2009: A new children’s book featuring our
alpacas, Here 1 Am: Alpacas in America by Amy
Keauver, has just been published! Te is grear fun secing
so many of our alpacas in this lovely new picoure
book. Qur girl, Afternoon Delight, is on the cover!

eFall 2009: Three more crias on the way, a scrics
of open houses at our farm, and more shows in New
England! We look forward to another enjovable season
with our enchanting alpacas. H=

Far more inforsation about alpacas, visit our web-
site: wnose FaruaylarmAlpacascom or call us ar 914-
26.2-21 10 Viisors welcome by appainemen, Fall open
hatise dates: November 27 ¢ 28: Decernber 5 - 6.




